


LA RÉSERVE
A Haussmann townhouse that was once owned 

by the Duc de Morny, and which Emperor 

Napoleon III visited, has been restored to more 

than its former glory for the delectation of guests 

in search of extreme levels of luxury and privacy. 

Gold-embossed leather adorns walls, antique 

parquet decorates floors, Toulouse-Lautrec 

pastels hang in the suites’ marble-lined 

corridors. The views are of the Eiffel Tower  

and the Place de la Concorde. The Elysée  

Palace next-door – home to François Hollande – is no more glamorous 

than this addition to the Parisian hotel landscape. After a day shopping 

on the Avenue Montaigne, guests can lounge in front of open fires,  

flick through a first edition in the private library or retire to the hammam 

and pool for a revivifying steam. And if you’re hungry, Jerome Banctel  

in the Restaurant Le Gabriel serves exquisite haute cuisine. This  

is an extraordinary achievement: a brand-new classic hotel that  

feels like it’s always been there. SASHA SLATER

La Réserve Paris, from about £545 a night B&B  

(+33 1 58 36 60 60; www.lareserve-paris.com).

LES BAINS 
As the Studio 54 of Paris, in its heyday Les Bains 

nightclub welcomed everyone from Yves Saint Laurent 

and Mick Jagger to Kate Moss and Johnny Depp. Since 

reopening in March, the Marais icon – once a 

19th-century private bathhouse visited by Marcel Proust – 

invites you to carry on the party and stay the night in one 

of its 39 rooms and suites. The grandeur of the 

Haussmann architecture is enhanced by glorious marble 

bathrooms, wood panelling and antique furniture 

belonging to former guests, including a rug once owned 

by Gainsborough. Public spaces galore – including a bar, 

lounge, terrace and club – mean you can drink and dance 

almost anywhere, anytime. Or book into La Salle à 

Manger restaurant, headed up by Michelin-starred 

Philippe Labbé, where you’ll find a 15-metre-tall private 

dining-room in the former water tank of the Bains 

Guerbois. LUCY HALFHEAD

Les Bains, from about £350 a room a night (+33 1 42 77 07 

07; www.lesbains-paris.com).
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